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jMjT.es P. DelF'ido 
2C5 I6th Avenue 
Pan Franeisco, CA 94118 
(415) 386-P392 (Home) 

"A EURIKD IP^K TO PAP FRAI'CIECO'S PAfT: THE APOLLO ." 

San Franciscans were excited in May of 1978 v;hen construction activity in 
the heart of the dovmtcvm financial district unearthed the remains of a long 
buried sailing ship... some ten blocks from the bay! Resting almost thirty feet 
below the level of street and sidewalk, this vessel, once the proud China Trader 
Miantlc , had sailed to San Francisco during the daj''s of the California Cold Rush. 
There, in the gold-mad days of '"49", she was abandoned by her crew, sold, and 
then hauled in close to shore to be converted into a floating hotel and warehouse. 
A disastrous fire in May of 1851 had burned her hull to the v;aterline. The 
copper clad bottom of the ship, filled with foodstuffs, merchandise, weapons and 
clothing, had then settled into the muddy, shallow waters of San Francisco Bay, 
to be buried under tons of landfill as a rapidly growing San Francisco expanded 
out into the former waterfront. 



The Niantic . along with a score of other buried Gold Rush vessels, lay 
entombed in mud and darkness for over a century. Gradually, through the years, 
the vessels were discovered as newer, higher buildings v/ere constructed that 
required deep foundations. Usually, the finds were minor; the rotted timbers 
of a ship, or more commonly, pieces of a ship were all that was found. Occasionally 
the identifiable remains of a ship were found, and an even. rarer occurrence was 
when associated artifacts from the Gold Rush days were found in the hull. It is 
amazine, then, to comprehend the significance of the 1978 discovery of the Piantic , 
for, stowed in that hull, exactly where they had been placed during the Gold 
Rush, were thousands of artifacts. It was as if a section of everyday life in 
Gold Rush Pan Francisco had been frozen in time and preserved for the future. 
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Archaeologists and Historians v/ere overwhelmed by both the promises and 
problems of the Kiantic . It was an unparalleled opportunity in the annals of 
American Historical archaeology; an "American Pompeii" in the words of one 
excited Historian. The problems were many; the vessel and its last cargo lay 
in the midst of unstable mud and sand that threatened to collapse at any time, 
carrying with city streets and buildings any chances of recovery; the work on 
the building being erected on the site needed to continue or face delays that 
cost $15>000 per day; and there was no money to preserve the vessel or buy 
enough time to excavate the hull with all due care and professional expertise. 

The problems proved to be insurmountable, with last minute compromises and 
lovfered expectations saving a scant part of a treasure trove of knowledge. 

Much was lost; and v/hat was saved was only through the dedicated work of 
untrained and well meaning volunteers who worked virtually non-stop to hastily 
remove the cargo before the bulldozers destroyed all. 

Vvh^t followed in the wake of the Niantic 's destruction was anything but 
productive. Professionals from various historical/archaeological agencies, 
both private and governmental, levelled accusations and charges that were 
for the most part unwarranted. The blame rests in no one nlace or on no one 
person. Since that time, work has progressed, with a few dedicated professionals 
seeking to salvage all the available knov/ledge left in the mangled remains of 
the Kiantic ' s last cargo. Perhaps the most, valuable lesson learned, hov/ever, 
is that steps must be taken, at any cost, to prevent another Kiantic from 
happening in San Francisco. And the time is now. 

Beneath the corner of Battery and Sacramento streets, no more than two 
blocks from the site of the M i.n n t i c , rests the Gold Rush ship Anollo . Like the 
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Miaritlc, the Apollo sailed to San Francisco in 1849> was hauled in close to shore, 
and was converted to other uses. The Apollo perished in the same fire that burned 
the Miantic . and, like her neighbor, still rests below the city with a hull filled 
with artifacts. The Anollo is also San Francisco’s last such resource known to 
exist. That is why, no matter what the cost, the Apollo must not suffer the fate 
of the Niantic . 

At the present time, the Apollo rests beneath the foundations of the Federal 
Reserve Bank of San Francisco. There she might rest peacefully, if it were not 
for the recent Federal Reserve Bank decision to vacate the site and move to a new 
highrise building elsewhere. Federal Reserve Bank officials estimate the move to 
take place in about three years time; after which the bank's old building stands 
a good chance of being sold and demolished to make way for a new highrise structure 
on the site. If and when that happens, the Anollo ' s remains will be imcovered, and, 
like the Niantic . risk destruction. It is imperative, then, that the presence, 
history, and significance of the Apollo be noted so the vessel will be saved. 

The Anollo was probably built sometime around 1830 as a packet ship in the 
European trade. A three-masted, full rigged ship, she was approximately 120 feet 
long with a beam of about 30 feet, and drew 412 tons. Unfortunately, nothing is 
knov,!! of her early career; Lloyd's Register cf Shipping lists many "Apollo" named 
vessels during her career, hampering nositive identification of the Apollo which 
eventually sailed to San Francisco. She was probably American-built and similiar 
to the many commercial vessels of her day; sturdy, stocky, and with "blufl’ bows". 
Hiere was nothing to set apart from her peers save her involvement with the 
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When news of the California gold discovery reached the East Coast of the 

United States, Moses Yale Beach., a prominent publisher, purchased the Apollo . 

Beach palnned to fill her hold with merchandise to sell in the inflated Gold 

Rush market. Beach also made space available for paying passengers, all of whom 

were eager to sail to San Francisco, the gateway to California's "gold diggins." 

Beach offered low rates of passage, as a hancibill he ordered printed advertised; 

A PASSAGE TO THE GOLD REGION FOR $75! 

FOR SAN FRANCISCO DIRECT 
The Splendid A.No.1 Nev/ly Coppered 
PACKET SHIP APOLLO 

Recently in the European Trade, having most of her freight engaged, will sail for 

SAN FRMCISCO, CALIFORNIA, 

and the gold region in that vicinity... 

Beach v^'anted the vessel to be in top shape for the voyage ahead. The handbill 
indicates the ship v/as "newly coppered" and that "...the ship will, in a day or 
two be occupied entirely by carpenters, stevedores and other mechanics, busily 
engaged in fitting up berths, stowing freight, taking in provisions, and malcing 
other provisions for the voyage." 


The ApoHo sailed from Mew York on January 16, 1849. Early that evening 

the 67 passengers embarked upon their long voyage as the Apollo left her berth 

at the foot of Chambers street on New York's North River and headed for sea. 

According to the New York Herald, the sailing was New York's loss; 

The emigrants now leaving us for California appear to be remarkably 
orderly, respectable, and intelligent. They are men of energy a'd 
enterprise, and full of enthusiasm. It is a character of the emigratior; 
that we do not (?iS we willingly vjould) get rid of the worst pai't — 
ti e idle, the rova’.ies, ti e vagabonds — of our population, but we lose — 
with regret we say — the finest portion of our youth, and in all cases 
such as possess some means — such as are not impelled to imraigrate by 
want, but who rush forward in eager haste to the golden regions, from 
sheer ambition. The dissolute, idle, and necessitous, who with brawny 
arms and active limbs encumber our almshouses and fill our streets with 
mendicants and burglars, are those who are left behind... So much the 
better for California — so much the worse for us. 
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Among the passengers on the Apollo was twenty-one year old Joseph Perkins 
Beach, sent along to act as his father's agent and as supercargo for the vessel. 
Beach kept a daily journal of the voyage, and it is through this docxjment that 
we know of the Apollo 's passage to California. By January 17, just one day after 
the Apollo ' s departure, the "remarkably orderly, respectable and intelligent" 
passengers had begun "to grumble about the provisions." On January 19, Beach 
noted "if a vote could have been taken... we would have put back, leaving the 
"Fold diggins" to persons of greater stability and hardihood..." It was around 
this time that the ship began to leak, but amazingly, "the passangers don't seem 
to mind the leakage, and the sailors seem to take it as a matter of course." 

!^y February 26, most of the passengers were in drunken stupors. On that 
date, one passenger, "in a fit of drunken bravado, threw himself into the v;ater 
alongside of the ship..." He almost drovmed before being rescued. It was v/ith 
this in mind, perhaps, that Beach recorded, with a shudder, the threat of some 
drunken passengers "to tie a rope to me & tow me astern" v/hen he would not let 
then rifle some of the ship's stores. 

After reaching Rio de Janei-^o, the Apollo stayed for almost a month, finally 
braving a rough passage around Cape Horn. The passage was rough, with almost 
incessant rain and } ow'ling gales th' t snapped a topgallant st.u" dingsail yard in 
half and sent it crashing to the deck. The foul weath.er alro affected the already 
surly passengers, v;ho had began fightinF with the crew. Aflcr leaving the veather 
waMckod Gape Hoit, thi' A;)ollo began beating her v.cay nort’r t.o Can Francisco. A 
three week stop-over in Callao, Peru did little to Lmpruve the disposlt io;; of the 
passengers; on July G5, the ship's doctor accused sevt>ral passengers, includii g 
Reach, of poisoning 1 is food. He soon recovered, Ifn-.evcr. 
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It must have been v.it'^ ^reat relief that the Apollo ' s crew navigated her 
through the Golden Gate on Sept^^mber 18, 1849. By that afternoon, the sliip was 
riding at anchor off San Francisco and the disgi-untled passe: gers were tahlnsr 
their leave. Joseph Beach had headed ashore aLmost instarrcly Lo leain of any 
nev;s from liis father. He had headed for the office of Cooke, Baker and Tempany, 
friends of hisfather, who had recently located their offices in a most unique 
place... the hull of a former China trader known as the r'iantic . After her 
arrival in San Francisco in July of 1849, the Niantic had been deserted by her 
gold fevered crew, hauled in close to shore, and converted into a warehouse and 
offices. 


The Apollo met the same fate. By September 20, at least four members of the 
c^*ew had deserted. It v;as not before long that the Apollo v/as practically empty. 
Beach, realizing the futility of attempting to raise a nev; crew, decided to follow 
the example of t^:e Hi an tic and haul the Aoollo in for conversion. It was a far 
more attractive alternative tVan letting her rot at anchor. 


Beaches journal entry of September 26 records that "the ship was haul.^d in 
today, but throu^-^h the nifrht she went afoul of an Fnglish brig. Some dr,mege was 
done." Once close to shore, the Anol" o was stripped of her cargo, ball;-.st, spars 
arid rigging, b'ith pilings to stabilize licr in the shallov; v^ater, she v;as ready 
fur* conversion. Boors and v/indov/s v;eru cut into the hull, and the area abovu deck 
v'as housed over. A paiiitlrg of the ship -lone about tl is tine shows her as she 
lool'« d during conversion; n hull, lying in t tio mud, housed over, with hrr discarded 


aru'iior and other* fihtinrc lying in the mud around her 
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The conversion was supervised by Josept: Perkins Beach and his older brother 
Henry Day Beach, who had arrived in San Francisco on September 26. Henry, as the 
eldest, took the leading role in the business. After the ship had been converted, 
Henry advertised in the January Aj 1850 edition of the San Francisco Alta California , 
for: 

WHi\RFIi:G AND CARPETITSR WORK—The undersigned 
desires proposals for carpenter work and for 
wharfing around the ship Apollo japw lying off 
Central V/hiarf. For particulars inquire on 
board. For this purpose a boat will be sent 
from the ship, upon the vessel being hailed 
from the wharf, between the hours of 10 AJJ. 
and 3 P.M« 

H.D. BEACH 

The wharfing was an absolute necessity as the ship was surrounded by v/ater, and 
high tide was the only time a small craft could reach it; at all other times it 
was . surrounded by shallow water and thick mud. 


Work on the wharfing must have been completed quickly, for an advertisement 

in the January 18, 1850 edition of the Alta Ca lif orn ia told of the Apollo ' s 

availability — just two weeks after the advertisement for wharfing proposals! 

SAFE STORAGE. — The undersigned are prepared to 
receive goods upon moderate rates of storage 
on board ship Apollo adjoining Central Wharf, 
free from marine and fire risks, and approachable 
by lighters at nearly all tides; it is believed 
that contemplated improvements will render this 
ship the most commodious, spacious, and safe 
storage warehouse in this port. Merchandise for 
sale — galvanized iron houses complete can be set 
up in a few hours for $250, for $500, and for 
$1300. Also a lot of fancy articles, envelope 
paper, thin clothing, shawls, mule bags, prime 
pork, standing and running rigging, blocks, refuse 
iron, etc., etc. Office Montograery street, next 
south of and adjoining United States Hotel. 

H.D. BEACH & CO. 
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Henry Beach a.lso ordered the printing of a broadsheet advertising the Arollo ; it 
is the only known example of an illustrated advertisement for one of San Francisco's 
Gold Rush vessels; unfortunately the only known copy's location is unknown. The 
lithographed illustration of the ship, while somewhat disproportionate, does 
accurately depict the Apollo ' s placement and surrounding wharves. 


The Beach brothers sublet a small portion of the vessel to Messrs, Wise and 

Leonard, who operated, out of the stern, the well-known Apollo Saloon, The saloon, 

with an adjacent eatery, was a well loved San Francisco establishjnent. In later 

years, San Francisco saloon keepers T,A, Barry and B.A, Patten fondly recalled 

it in their book Men and Memories of San Francisco in the Spring of ' 50 : 

How many men now living in all the elory of soup, fish 
and three courses daily, from the artistic hand of a 
chef, can well remember the pie, doughnuts and coffee 
they took with a royal relish, at the starid in the old 
ship Apollo, on Sattery street. 

Two bits for a cup of coffee; tv/o bits for a piece of 
pie; or if hunger and economy were to be considered, 
two doughnuts for a nuarter of a dollar. Hardly anybody 
said '’two bits" or quarter of a dollar in those days. 

It was "dos reales! ""cuatro reales!" "im peso!" Nearly 
all the new comers had either crossed the Isthmus or 
come by the "Horn," stopping at old Spanish cities 
enroute, picking up sufficient de la lengua to ask for 
anything they wished to purchase. This coffee stand 
was made by cutting into the Apollo's hull, just under 
the cabin windows, and many a man who stepped ashore 
from his long, v/eary voyage, took his first meal in 
California at this place. 

After Joseph Perkins Beach left for the East Coast in the late stmuner of 1850, 

Henry leased the Anollo to the firm of Reese and Blakely. The change in management 
was advertised in the August 29, 1850 edition of the San Francisco Evening 
Picayune ; 

APOLLO V/AREHOUSE.--The undersigned having leased the 
Storeship and Warehouse known as the "Apollo Warfdiouse," 
would state that thej'' are now ready to receive on storage, 
any and all kindsof merchandise, trunks, chests, etc. 
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Charges are as reasonable as any other storeship 
in the harbor. 

Apply on board, between Central VJharf and Sacramento 
st. wharf, 

REESE & BLAKELY 

Unfortunately for Reese and Blakely, the Apollo 's usefullness as a storeship 
was quickly ending. The expanding city surrounded her with streets and buildings 
as new construction on pilings pushed out over the shallow waters of the bay. 

As the land beneath these structures was filled, the Apollo was hemmed in by 
blocks of structures, beccraing, in the process, a building. As Gold Rush visitor 
Frank Marryat explained: 

The front of the cit3'- is extending rapidly into the sea,., 
this has left many of the old ships, which were a. year 
ago beached as Store-houses, in a curious position; for 
the filled in space that surrounds them has been built 
upon for some distance, and new streets run between them 
and the sea, so that a stranger puzzles himself for some 
time to ascertain how the Apollo and Niantic became perched 
in the middle of the street. 


By May of 1851 the Apollo was indeed "perched in the middle of the street." 

Her hull was surrounded by scores of other wooden buildings, with planked streets 
built over pilings providing access. It is not surprising, then, to understand 
the great fear of fire in the wood and canvas town. Fire destroyed San Francisco 
many times during the Gold Rush years, with the worst fire occurring on Haj'’ 3-4, 
1851. That fire, which burned so quickly as to trap victims in buildings and 
destroy over two thousand buildings in thee enter of town, was seen over a hundred 
miles distant. V/hen the flames subsided, much of San Francisco was gone, including 
the Apollo and the Niantic . 

However, not all of the Apollo was burned. Everything below the waterline v;as 
saved as the fire stopped there when the wet mud and water began to pour into the 
hul] , which then sank, preserving the bottom of the ship and all of the goods .stored 


within 
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The buried T-emains of the Arollo rested in a few feet of murky water and mud. 

To the casual observer, the ship was Fone, as was the Niantic , Apparently no effort 
v/as made to salvage the ships, vrhich were soon filled over with sand and earth and 
the sites built upon by new buildings. For the next century, San Francisco grew 
and built many builaings over the grave of the Aoollo , which finally lay entombed 
in the mud and darkness some thirty feet below the street. The hull of the Anollo 
may have been slia:htly encountered during construction work in 1900, but whatever 
intrusion happened at that time was minor. 

In 1921 , the Federal Reserve Bank of Pan Francisco began construction of a new 
headquarters building over the site of the Apollo > On January 15, 1921, workers 
uncovered the hull of the Euohemia , a small brig which had served as a prison sliip 
near the Apollo , At this time, ac ording to Federal Reserve Bank officials, 

*^pilings from the central and branch wharves which libked the Anollo to the shore 
were found to be still in excelle^nt condition,” However, the hull of the Aool] o 
was not encountered until 1925> during a deep excavation behind the bank on the 
corner of Battery and Sacramento streets. 


The discovery was reported in the V.Ry 5, 1925 edition of the San Francisco 
Bulletin: 

WORKEItS FITCD RURUTj SHIP 

A '’treasure ship” of th.e days of old that 
sailed during the craze for gold in the 
days of forty nine was uneartt.ed 36 feet 
below* the ground a.t Pacramonto and Pansome 
streets todav . 

"The Apollo” was written in golden letters 
on her Irlgh stern in the t ime when San Frcancis.co 
was yourir. V'hile woi'king men v;ere digging in 
the rear of the Federal Rt'servo Bank they 
"collided” vrith the rudder of the old cm ft. 

And thev**ssel — what part, of it could be reae*h<’d — 
proved to be a treasipa* shin of relics of the 
old days that live nov/ oniy in memory. 

Among th«' r-otting timbers v/(‘re coins of 1SA0, 
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f)n Amt'^rican pen- y of 1-^23, a British penny of 
1797 , pjpes, l^'rp’e nugrel, a sextant, ship’s 
fittings and piecf^s that delight the hearts of 
those v;ho love rare things... 

Annarently the v/orkers had struck the area of the Apollo Saloon — the rudder indicates 
the stem of the ship — for in addition to the money and pipes they also found labels 
for bottles of gin and other liquors. The Sacramento and Sansome street location 
given in the article is the location of the front of the bank building, hence the 
excavation in the rear of the bank would be at Sacramento and Battery streets, which 
is the accented historical location of the Apollo’s stern. 


Very little of the ship was disturbed in 1925, and as the ship rested beneath 
the building, further excavation was impossible. The stern area was then reburied. 
The presence of the historic ship intrigued the Federal Reserve Bank officials. 

The artifacts were cleaned and placed in display cases inside the bank, and 
eventual y the bank purchased the Beach journal and brought it to San Francisco. 

The only public display of these items was in 1951, v/hen the bank loaned them to 
the recently opened San Francisco Maritijne lyuseum. 

Since that exhibition, the artifacts have rested in the Federal Reserve Bank, 
which for obvious security reasons could not provide unlimited public access. 
Hov/ever, in early 197B, the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco indicated to 
the Mational Park Service, which recently integrated the Maritime Museum into 
the Golden Gate National Recreation Area, that they were considering a transfer 
of the artifacts and Beach journal. The reason forthe transfer was simple; the 
bank v;as moving from the Sacramento street location and once removed from -the site 
they would have no association v;ith the Anoil o . 
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The National Park Service and the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco 
negotiated a transfer of the artifacts to the Maritime Museum collection, with 
a public transfer ceremony to take place in Lanuary of 1980. There, inside 
the oft-visited Maritime Museum, the Anollo artifacts and the Beach journal will 
be a new exhibit in the museum's. Gold Rush Room. 

Meanwhile, the Aoollo still rests beneath the Fed'eral Reserve Bank of San 
Francisco. The bulk of the hull contains thousands of Gold Rush artifacts, untouched 
and unseen since the fire of May 4, 1851. V/hen the Federal Reserve Bank relocates, 
sometime in the near future, the vessel will be in an endangered position. Hopefully 
this time San Francisco will be prepared to save the last Gold Rush storeship left 
intact. San Francisco must do this... it cannot afford another Mian tic . 

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL MOTE: 

Most of the pioneer work on the buried Gold Rush vessels of San Francisco v;as 
done in 1963 by the late A1 Harmon, Harlan Soeten, and Karl Kortum of the San 
Francisco Maritime Museum. Any subsecuent work on these vessels owes much to their 
pioneer study. The Beach journal is a rare and wonderful document and provides 
much insight into the voyage of a Gold Rush ship and the times. Mr. George 
Galloway of the Federal Reserve Bank was extremely helpful and was responsible for 
the eventual tra.nsfer of the Fed ral Reserve Bank's Apollo collection to the National 
Park Service. Tlie Niantic recovery disaster can be followed in a series of articles 


written by the San Francisco Examiner staff betv/een May 4-12, 1978 


DELGADO 

"A BURIED LINK TO SAN FRANCISCO'S PAST..." 

lU.USTRATION NOTES 


1.. . 5.lvage V/ork, Niantlc . Way 5, 1979. View West. Note the ribs and frames 

of the vessel extend to v;here they were burned off at the waterline. The 
artifacts have been removed in this photo. Courtesy of Bertrand Conservation 
Laboratory, Harpers Ferry, Vv'est Virginia. (No Use Fee) 

2. . .Advertisement for Aoollo . New York: December, 1848 (?) Courtesy of the 

Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley, 

3.. . 5.n Francisco in 1850, possibly 1851. This is the onlj’’ photographic representatioi 

of the Niantic and the Apollo . Courtesy of the National Maritime Museum, San 
Francisco. (No Use Fee) 

4. . .The Apollo hauled in to shore. Watercolor. December, 1849 (?) Note the 

conversion. This is the painting referred to on page 6 of the text. 

Courtesy of the National Maritime Museum, San Francisco. (No Use Fee) 

5.. . "Apollo Warehouses" Ac^vertisement . January, 1850 (?) This is the lithograph 

referred to on page 8 of the text. Courtesy of the National Maritime Mxiseum, 

San Francisco. (No Use Fee) 

6.. . The Apollo Saloon. Fran the Century Illustrated Monthly of 1892 as reproduced 

in Beilharz and Lopez; ^ V/ere 49ers ! Page 88. This is a very accurate 
rendering. (Mo Use Fee) 

7.. . Map Showing the locations of the Apollo . Niantic , Eup hernia and other buried 

Gold Rush vessels in the vicinity. (No Use Fee) 

8. . . Apollo and Niantic . Drawn by Frank Marryat, this sketch is an inaccurate 

representation of the two vessels. Marryat termed this drawing "High and 
Dry". See page 9 of the text for Marryat *s comments. Courtesy of the National 
Maritime Museum, San Francisco. (No Use Fee) 

9.. . The Apollo and the Euphemia . From the Annals of San Francisco (New York: 1856) 

A fairly aenurate representation. Courtesy of the National Maritime Museum, 

San Francisco. See page 10 of the text. (No Use Fee) 

10. . The fire of May3-4, 1851. Note the Apollo Saloon just beginning to burn. 

An engraving of the time. Courtesy of the National Maritime Museum, San 
Francisco. (No Use Fee) 


